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Arizona Cultural Academy 

“Quality Education Is An Islamic Mandate”



Student Council Constitution

PREAMBLE 

The students and staff of Arizona Cultural Academy are committed to the principle of student council and acknowledge the value of granting students considerable autonomy in the governance of their affairs as means by which strong character is developed and nurtured. Student council promotes leadership, self-confidence, self-reliance and Islamic morals.  It is a privilege, not a right, and teaches students important lessons regarding the proper balance of religion, freedom, privilege, and responsibility. 

ARTICLE I: NAME 

The name of this council, representing the students of the Arizona Cultural Academy shall be Arizona Cultural Academy Student Council.  Informally we shall be called A.C.A Student Council.  
ARTICLE II: PURPOSE: 

The primary purpose of the Arizona Cultural Academy Student Council is to please Allah and to obey Him and His Prophet (ﻢﻠﺳو ﻪﻴﻠﻋ ﷲا ﻰﻠﺻ).  The Student Council will act as the voice of the entire students body, to promote an open forum for ALL students, for expression and to allow avenues for change, to stimulate a spirit of democracy, to encourage the participation and cooperation of students in decisions regarding school policy, to promote unity, brotherhood, and sisterhood among Muslims, to recognize and respect the diversity of our community, to support worthy related causes, to promote social functions, school spirit, and the overall best interests of the school and community.  The Student Council will act as a vehicle of communication between students, faculty, the surrounding community and the administration of the school.  The council will serve as role models and ambassadors to the community-at-large, representing the highest standard of conduct and character. This organization exists to provide opportunities to develop and exhibit leadership qualities in the student body.  At all times members of this organization are to promote and increase school loyalty and spirit through example and attitude.  The council is obliged to coordinate spiritual, social and service opportunities for the student body.

                                         
ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1. The council shall consist of all elected class officers and a Student Senate made up of 2 members from each grade of grade 5 through grade 12.  All members must hold a minimum G.P.A of 2.0.

Section 2. The fact that a student may have served on the council does not mean that he may not be elected again provided he possesses the qualifications contained herein, nor does it guarantee a position in years to come.

Section 3. When a vacancy occurs in the council, replacements are to be selected in the following manner: The person obtaining the next highest vote shall fill the vacancy; a 2/3 vote in favor of this nomination is needed for his acceptance into the council. If there is no elected runner up, the new member shall be elected in by the Executives.
Section 4. If for any reason, a council officer or representative is not fulfilling his duties, another representative may write a petition stating why he feels the person should be removed; if he has eight signatures of council members, he then turns the petition over to the President, the procedure for the President shall be the same, except the petition will be given to the Vice-President. A 2/3 vote from the council and agreement from the advisor can secure the removal decision.  (Documentation of failure to fulfill duties will be required).
Section 5. The student council advisor has the power to remove any student council member or officer of student council for not meeting the election qualification guidelines or fulfilling the duties of his office with the consensus of the Principal.

ARTICLE IV: ELECTIONS

Section 1. The election of Executive Branch

1. President

2. Vice President

3. Recording Secretary

4. Corresponding Secretary

5. Treasurer

6. Historian

Executive members will consist of High School members; the elections will take place in September.  

Section 2. The term of office for the representatives shall begin upon induction in September and last until the induction ceremony of the following school year. 

Section 3. The election procedure shall be as follows:

a. Interested students will obtain an information packet and application. A responsibility sheet must also be completed. This should contain the responsibilities and duties of all student council members. 

b. Nominees will have time for campaigning. 

c. At the end of the campaign period, voting will be done by secret ballot; no class will tabulate its own votes.

ARTICLE V: Officers

Section 1. The elected officers of this council shall be: President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian.

Section 2. Only high school students may run for office positions in the Executive branch. 
Section 3: Election of officers will take place at the first meeting of the new term. These officers shall be elected by the following procedures:

a. If the President had graduated, then the Vice President takes office. If the Vice President has graduated, then the Secretary takes office, etc. The chain of command is: President, Vice President, Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, Historian.
Section 4. Duties of the Officers shall be:

a. President: To preside over all meetings and to keep order at all meetings. Provide leadership in carrying out the groups’ objectives. Serves as the official representative for the group to other organizations. Supervises the functioning of the elected officers. Coordinates the interviewing, selection and functioning of committee chairpersons and task forces. 

b. Vice-President: Fulfill all duties of the President in case of his absence. Works closely with the president and assumes the presidents responsibilities if necessary. Coordinates the work of committees and chairs at least one important committee. Works with the president and other officers in the planning of the budget and calendar. Assists the president in meeting agenda preparation. Assumes other responsibilities as assigned by the president. 

c. Recording Secretary: Prepares and distributes the agenda for meetings. Notify members of upcoming events. Takes roll of attendees at meetings and keeps permanent record of who attended. Takes minutes of the proceedings of all meetings, including date and place of meeting, who was presiding and business conducted. Prepares and distributes the written minutes, with the president, in a timely manner. Record all happenings of the council and is custodian of its records, except those specifically assigned to others. He should also keep on hand the constitution, by-laws, rules of order, and standing rules. The records or minutes of the meeting should be recorded exactly as occurred. 

d. Corresponding Secretary: Types all required letters of the president, vice-president, and adviser. Reports, files, and answers all correspondence. Maintains the files of the organization, including clippings and relevant documents. Maintains contact names, addresses phone numbers and email addresses of people with which the council conducts business. Keeps copies of activity calendars and special events. Writes notes of courtesy: thank you, congratulations, etc. Produces a directory of members of the group. 

e. Treasurer: Works closely with the president and vice-president in preparing a workable yearlong budget and calendar. Oversees expenses and revenues. Maintains an accurate and detailed record of all money collected and spent. Prepares cost-benefit analyses of various endeavors. Is familiar with the school policy in regard to use of student finances and explains them when necessary. Makes and interprets monthly financial reports to the council. Reports all incomes to Advisor and turns cash box into advisor after each fundraising event.

f. Historian: Develops pictorial and written record of activities of the student council throughout the year. Reports the activities of the student council through the use of video, written record, scrapbook, slide show, or CD-ROM. Maintains the student council web page. The historian also serves as the parliamentarian during council meetings. The parliamentarian must know parliamentary procedure and be able to explain proper procedure when necessary.

ARTICLE VI: MEETINGS 

Section 1. Official business meeting will be held at least on biweekly basis. Special meeting may be called by the President, or at the written request of 2/3 of the membership and must be agreed to by advisor.

Section 2. Two – thirds of members of the council will constitute a quorum:

      a. Any student may attend a council meeting as an observer.

b. The council will admit as many guests as there are available seats. 

c. Guests who have important business to bring must submit the statements in writing and meet the president and the advisor at least one week before the meeting. 

d. The president will recognize all council members before he recognizes guests during debate. 

e. Guests will not abuse their privileges, and may be dismissed by the President or Vice President.
ARTICLE VII: AMENDMENTS

Section 1. All amendments to the constitution require a 2/3 majority to pass, provided that the amendment has been submitted in writing at the previous regular meeting. All amendments passed by the Council must be submitted to the ACA School Council for approval.

Section 2. Amendments shall be proposed by any council member.

ARTICLE VIII: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section 1. This council shall follow parliamentary procedure as stated in Robert’s Rules of Order.

Section 2. The interpretation of this constitution is expressly forbidden to all except the President and the class sponsor in agreement. An appeal to these interpretations can be made by any council member to the assistant principal or principal.  Appeal musts must first go through Student Council Advisor.

ARTICLE IX: SPONSORS

The Student Council Advisor shall be appointed by the Principal and shall be a teaching member of the faculty.

In egregious circumstances, the Advisor shall have the authority to annul any Student Council decision, Constitutional Amendment, or Bylaw Amendment that is potentially damaging to school order or the school community. The President may apply to the Principal for an appeal to the nullification if he has ¾ consent from the Student Council. The Principal has final say. 
The Advisor shall organize and supervise Student Council Officer Elections and Student Council Representative Appointments. 

Section 1. It should be noted that student council is the students’ council. Advisors are to serve in an advisory capacity. They should not control discussion at meetings. Advisors should advise and give points of information, but not attempt to sway opinions by using their influential position.

Section 2. The advisor should teach the council parliamentary procedure, leadership skills, responsibility, and any other qualities they think necessary for a good member to have. They should support the council’s final resolutions. They should also offer their wisdom and council to help plan projects.

Section 3. The advisor may veto the discussion of business, if he/she deems the subject going astray from the goals of the council. The council may then refer the veto to the administration for override consideration.

ARTICLE X: POWERS 

Section 1. The council has no absolute power as such concerning school policy; however, it is the only elective representative for the student body and all matters the council acts upon should be given very high consideration by the faculty and administration. They must follow the proper channels set by Arizona Cultural Academy.
Section 2. The council will express itself through resolutions.

Section 3. The council will establish rules of behavior and attendance for members and officers and decide disciplinary action.

ARTICLE XI:  FUNCTIONS

Section 1. Serve as the representative between the student body and the administration.

Section 2. Provide an open forum of discussion for the students

Section 3. Inform the students of all affairs concerning them through classroom reports.

Section 4. Orchestrate and attempt to finance school events including, but not limited to:  Open House, Eid Celebration, Field Day, and Graduation.  

Section 5. Plan and carry out spirit rallies.

ARTICLE XII: RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Section 1. The constitution in its entirety must be approved by a 2/3 majority vote of the student council members.

Section 2. The constitution must be read at one regular meeting of the council before adoption. This should be done in the first meeting.
ARTICLE XIII: ELECTIONS 

The Student Council President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian shall be elected by the student body. Candidates may seek election through self-nomination. Elections will be conducted by secret ballot and candidates must receive 51 percent of the votes cast in order to win the election. Run-off elections between the candidates with the two highest vote tallies will be conducted in the event that no candidate receives 51 percent of the votes cast. Nominees may not run for more than one Executive Office.
The Class Officers shall be elected by their respective classes. Candidates must be nominated to run for office. Elections will be conducted by secret ballot and a candidate must receive 51 percent of the votes cast in order to win the election. Run-off elections between the candidates with the two highest vote tallies will be conducted in the event that no candidate receives 51 percent of the votes cast. These elections are held after the Executive elections. An Executive nominee may choose to run for Class Representative if he/she was unsuccessful at obtaining and Executive Office.
In the event that a Student Council officer resigns or is removed from office, the officer will be replaced in an election in the manner of following proper chain of command. In this case, the officer leaving the office will be ineligible to run again. In the case of a President (Student Council or Class) being replaced, the Vice President shall take office, allowing the remaining officers to rise in chain of command.  A cabinet member will thereby take the lowest ranking officers place and a new cabinet member will be elected.  

ARTICLE XIV: APPOINTMENTS 

The Executive Committee shall solicit nominations from the Student Body for Student Council Cabinet Members and shall then appoint Student Cabinet Members in consultation with the Student Council Advisor. Each class shall have at least two Senate members that have all voting responsibilities.

ARTICLE XV: REMOVAL FROM STUDENT COUNCIL 

Student Council members who miss three meetings during a semester shall be automatically removed from their position by the President. The Advisors shall have the authority to remove a member for behavior that tarnishes the reputation of the organization or the school community.  Removal may occur for failure to perform duties and failure to participate in service projects.  Advisor may removal any member of student council immediately if G.P.A drops below 2.0. 
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